
Can You Trust 
the Bible?



Where Does the Bible  
Come From?



Inspired by God

• The Holy Spirit wrote through the biblical writers 
using their own languages, culture and 
individual personalities, resulting in God's word 
without error in the original manuscripts. 

2 Timothy 3:16 – All Scripture is inspired by God… 

2 Peter 1:21 – No prophecy was ever made by an act of 
human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 
God.



Inspired by God
• In the Old Testament (OT) alone, more than 

2,000 times, the Scriptures claim that God’s 
actual words are being written. 

• In the New Testament (NT), Jesus attributes 
authorship of the Old Testament to God. 

• NT authors recognized one another’s writings as 
rightly belonging as part of the Bible (e.g., 1 
Thess 2:13, 2 Pet 3:15-16)



Isn’t the Bible full of errors?



The “Errors”
• Ask them to tell you one… 

• Two categories of “error”: 
1. Contradicts itself 

• Out of 24,000 manuscripts, there are about 
300 actual variant readings, with none 
resulting in any major doctrinal difference 

• The Bible has been tested repeatedly and 
never failed the test.



The “Errors”
• Ask them to tell you one… 

• Two categories of “error”: 
1. Contradicts itself 
2. Contradicts contemporary beliefs 

• Contemporary beliefs are under continual 
revision and correction; they are rooted in 
anti-supernatural, a closed-system and 
systemic uncertainty



What IF it’s Wrong?
• If the Bible proves to be UNRELIABLE in its 

history, geography or science, then you have 
cause to question the trustworthiness of what it 
says about areas we cannot test. 
• E.g., God, sin, salvation, heaven, hell, etc. 

• But if it’s CORRECT in its history, archaeology, 
geography and science, then you should not 
dismiss what it says about spiritual things.



How Do We Know 
the Bible is Complete?



SUMMARY
• The Bible is 66 books (39 in Old Testament, 27 in New 

Testament), written in 3 languages, across more than 
1,500 years, by almost 40 different authors. 

• The Old Testament Scriptures were completed by the 
prophets before 400 BC. 

• The New Testament Scriptures were completed by the 
apostolic writers before 100 AD. 

• A book’s inclusion in Scripture was not decided by men, 
but by God.  Church-wide recognition was simply an 
affirmation of what God had done.



Internal Testimony
• In the OT and the NT, there are multiple claims 

that the Bible is a complete collection of writings. 

• At the end of the OT, there is recognition that God 
has stopped speaking until He would send “one 
like Elijah” (Mal 4) and/or the “Suffering Servant” 
would appear (Isa 53). 

• The Old Testament is also viewed as a complete 
collection of writings, often called “the Law and 
the Prophets.”



Internal Testimony
• In the NT, there are recognition of other NT 

books as “Scripture”  (2 Pet 3:16) 

• “The faith” is described as “once for all delivered 
to the saints” (Jude 3) 

• The conclusion of the book of Revelation states 
that nothing should be added or subtracted to 
what’s been said until Jesus returns.



External Testimony
• Jewish writings cite every OT book (except 

Esther) as Scripture, more than 100 yrs before 
Jesus appears. 

• After Jesus: 

• The Apostolic Fathers (90-120 AD) quote most 
of the epistles as Scripture. 

• Three Church Councils – Laodicea (363 AD), 
Hippo (393 AD), 3rd Carthage (397 AD) – all 
recognized the presently accepted NT canon.



Is it really 100% true?



EVERY Word is from God
The Bible is without error, in whole & in part, in the 
original manuscripts. 

• The Bible, in its original documents, is without error regarding 
facts, names, dates, and any other revealed information. 

Numbers 23:19 – God is not a man, that He should lie 

John 17:17 – Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth. 

Matthew 5:18 – Until heaven and earth pass away, not the 
smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until 
all is accomplished.



Compared to Other Religions



Compared to Other Religions



Compared to Other 
Historical Books

Work Written Earliest 
Copy

Proximity Copies
Homer 900 BC 400 BC 500 yrs. 643
Plato 375 bc 900 ad 1275 yrs 20

Caesar 51 -44 bc 900 ad 950 yrs 10
Euripides 425 bc 1100 ad 1525 yrs 320

Demosthenes 350 bc 1100 ad 1450 yrs 200
Aristotle 350 bc 1100 ad 1450 yrs 5

OT 1400-400 bc 300 bc – 50 
ad

400 yrs 2,000+
NT 40-90 AD 125 AD 75 yrs. 24,000+



27%
8,352 verses involve 

predictions about the future wrong



How Come the Catholics 
Have Extra Books?



Apocryphal Books
• Known by Catholics as the 

Deuterocanon (2nd Canon) or 
Apocrypha (the “hidden” 
books) 

• Formally approved at the 
Council of Trent in April, 1546 

The ‘biblical’ writings that make 
news today do not: 

1. claim canonical status 
2. meet canonical criteria 
3. usually even amount to  

a whole page



What about the  
Book of Mormon?



The Book of Mormon
• Claims to contain the “religious writings 

of civilizations in ancient America 
between about 2200 BC and 421 AD. It 
includes an eyewitness account of the 
ministry of Jesus Christ on the 
American continent following his 
resurrection in Jerusalem.” 

• No historical support for its claims 

• God is an exalted man from another 
planet; Jesus is a brother to Satan; 
God and Jesus are different persons; 
Salvation is by works and all will be 
saved; God continues to speak & 
reveal His plan directly to men 

• Mormonism presents a different God, a 
different Christ, and a different gospel.



What about the Qur’an?



The Qur’an
• Believed to be verbally revealed to 

Muhammad by angel Gabriel, over 23 years, 
from age 40 until he died in 632 AD.  After he 
died, his friends collected what Muhammad 
had wrote and what they had memorized into 
the Quran. 

• The Quran recounts many biblical stories, 
summarizes, interpreting and presenting 
alternate versions.  It is considered the final 
revelation, surpassing and correcting the OT 
and NT. 

• The Bible has errors; Jesus is a great prophet 
sent by God; Jesus did not die on a cross, 
but God swapped bodies just beforehand; 
God and Jesus are different persons; 
Salvation is by works and assurance is 
impossible. 

• The Qu’ran presents a different God, a 
different Christ, and a different gospel.



Don’t We Need More  
Than the Bible?



YES
It’s not written as textbook 

on Organic Chemistry,  
World Geography,  

etc, etc



NO
2 Peter 1:3 – He has granted to 

us everything pertaining to life 
and godliness, through the true 
knowledge of Him who called 
us. 

2 Timothy 3:15 – the sacred 
writings are able to give you the 
wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus



What If I Don’t Agree  
With What It Says?!



I’m Sorry
• The Bible stands unique 

among all books. 

• It has repeatedly proven itself 
historically reliable. 

• It is the most easily disputable 
religious book in existence, 
but no one can. 

• Refusal to accept the truths 
written in the Bible will have 
eternal consequences.



Can You Trust 
the Bible?


